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Remember Toys ‘R Us? The Ice Rink?  This is how Bridge Street looked last October, just af-
ter the last edition of Capital Ideas was issued. The Big Machines moved in to chew up the un-
wanted buildings, and the Big Lorries took away the first of hundreds of thousands of tonnes 
of materials that cannot be ploughed back into the construction site—either for re-cycling or 
for landfill. On this site the new John Lewis department store will take shape, complete with its 
own underground parking and service area. Slated to be up and running in three years. 

Here’s how the site looks four months later.  On the right is one of several 200ft cranes oper-
ating a ‘silent’ pile driving machine. No loud bangs or thumps, just moderate squeaking and 
scraping machinery sounds. The drilling rig attached to the crane makes a hole in the ground, 
and at the same time inserts by hydraulic pressure a large steel tube, one of thousands that 
will serve to create a barrier to the area for excavation.  The tubes are then refilled with exca-
vated material to make a solid part of the building complex’s foundations.  The process is 
automated and lazer precision guided. The composition of riverbed soil and pebbles that un-
derlies the Cardiff floodplain is relatively easy to work with, so rapid progress is possible in 
preparing the site for excavation of the basement. A fleet of huge lorries will take soil from 
the site for re-use in other construction sites nearby. 



It’ll be fine after 2010, say the pun-
dits, as there’ll be 3,000 car parking 
spaces  in the new shopping centre, 
bringing the city centre total to 7,800. 
But what about the next three years? 
 
The Oxford House and Tredegar 
Street multi-storey car parks will soon 
be rubble as part of the plan, but be-
fore they hit the ground, a new surface 
car park is already operational just un-
der the railway bridge at the far end of 
Bute Terrace in Adam Street. It offers 
450 spaces. A smaller site in Pellet 
Street nearby offers another 180 
spaces. It’s all just a five minute walk 

to the top of Churchill Way, the Capi-
tol Centre and all of Queen Street. 
 
But if you’re already daunted at the 
very thought of negotiating your way 
to somewhere unfamiliar, or put off 
by high NCP parking fees, there’s al-
ways Park & Ride - the relaxing alter-
native you can easily plan for.  
 
All around the edges of the city, new 
computer display  panels will indicate 
availability of spaces, and there’ll be 
an up to date web presence as well as 
mobile phone text services to help. 
For several years, it’s been possible at 

weekends to park and use a shuttle 
bus running from Companies House 
multi storey car park in Cathays, or 
County Hall surface park down the 
Bay, and to stay there all day for the 
bargain price of three pounds.  
 
Now in addition, you’ll find Park & 
Ride services from the Leckwith Sta-
dium and from IKEA’s parking lot, 
with more planned to follow East and 
North of the City. Use is being ex-
tended to weekdays, with city centre 
employees in mind. The early stages 
of redevelopment work are an inevita-
ble trial for all who drive to work. 
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political or sporting comment, is one of 
those visual irritations of modern life.  
Graffitists strike when nobody seems to 
be around. Only by chance do they get 
caught in the act. Unfortunately, courts 
treat this kind of delinquency in a way 
that’s hardly a deterrent to offenders. 
Wherever there is apathy, graffiti gets 
out of control. 
 
Steve Barrett, City Centre Operations 
manager, is a man with a mission. He 
works with the city’s probation service 
and their clients, adopting a quick re-
sponse tactic towards fresh graffiti inci-
dent reports, and a systematic approach 
to clearing the backlog of defacement 
from public property and spaces across 
this city. All this has made Cardiff look 
good and fresh  in comparison with 
other towns.   
 
The real innovation that has taken place 
is rooted in the adage ’prevention is 
better than cure’. It has come through 
the work of Police Community Support 
Officer Ceri Evans. Together with a 
handful of colleagues, she made contact 
with people in the know about the clan-
destine world of local graffitists, and 
solicited help to gather them together 

for spray-can art sessions using stan-
dard sized plywood boards as can-
vasses, creating something more am-
bitious and less ephemeral than fly-
by-night tagging permits.  
 
Completed works were mounted along 
the fence of the North Road Car Park 
running along the eastern edge of the 
Castle grounds, giving aspiring artists 
an opportunity to show what they can 
do for the first time. Building trust 
took time. Suspicion as well as ano-
nymity rules the minds of those want-
ing do something anti-social or illegal. 
It’s remarkable what the small team 
achieved. Giving an opportunity to as-
piring artists in this way has helped to 
curb the epidemic, although not to 
eliminate it entirely. It’s still a work in 
progress. 
 
Sadly the project is on ice at the mo-
ment, and the paintings have been dis-
mounted and stored, as a result of ill-
judged objections from some mem-
bers of the community. PCSO Evans 
however, is on the lookout for a new 
venue to work with graffitists and dis-
play their work publicly in the year 
ahead. 

Nobody can fail to be impressed by the 
impudence and ingenuity of ‘Banksie’, 
the internationally renowned spray can 
artist. His skilled improvised artworks 
in prominent public places have made 
just as  many people smile and think 
hard about their message as have been 
angered or embarrassed. Arguably, his 
greatest feat to date has been the deco-
ration of the despised illegal Israeli se-
curity wall around Palestinian territory 
in the Holy Land, painting on the wall 
larger than life-size holes in the wall, 
windows and gates, opening to land-
scapes beyond. Art as resistance in this 
context is a reality, and it’s justified. 
 
However, it’s a far cry from there to 
Cardiff streets and the host of  anony-
mous spray-can wannabes, who leave 
their deftly executed signatures, ‘tags’ 
as they are called, in dozens of inap-
propriate places, defacing many clean 
beautiful surfaces and giving the Local 
Authority and businesses tens of thou-
sands of pounds of clean-up costs 
every time there’s an outbreak. 
 
For many members of the public, the 
appearance of  tags, not to mention  
obscenities, personal insults and inane 
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Two centuries ago, when Birming-
ham was an expanding industrial 
town, local ballad singers composed a 
complaint song entitled ‘I can’t find 
Brummagem’. It’s often risky to ask a 
local in any big city how to get from 
A to B. Road layouts and buildings 
alter confusingly in the eyes of those 
raised there. It’s not the place they 
know any longer.  
 

Cardiff isn’t nearly as bad, although it 
doesn’t stop people from feeling a bit 
apprehensive when bus-stops move, 
car parks vanish, roads get closed and 
junctions alter. The perfect remedy 
for bewilderment is the Pocket Pal, 
launched this month. It’s an up to the 

minute city centre map that folds up 
into a shape that fits in a shirt pocket. 
 

It’s been produced by the City Centre 
retail Partnership in collaboration with 
the St David’s II Centre developers. It’s 
free and will be available in shops, city 
centre churches, and will even be given 
away with our rival paper ‘Capital 
Times’. A quarter of a million of them 
will be printed in the next three years, 
to meet the needs of visitors from all 
over the world, as well as locals. 
 

Among Pocket Pal’s sponsors is City 
Centre Churches Together. The map 
gives details of Sunday service times in 
seven central churches, under the title 

‘Shop and Pray any Sunday’. Be sure 
to keep an eye out for your copy.  
 

There’s no need to be lost in Cardiff! 
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Hardly a year after Dixon’s one of UK’s big 
electrical retailers moved into a  prestigious 
new store on Queen Street, it has shut up shop, 
making all staff redundant. During the year, the 
Dixon-Curry Group re-named the store 
‘Curry’s Digital’. It seems to have done noth-
ing to improve its trading position. Closure, in 
the end, was blamed on high rent charges and 
the shift of customers to out-of-town shopping 
centres or Internet purchasing. But was this just 
an excuse for vain ambition in new market 
conditions? 
 
Ironically, as this closure was announced, one 
of the spare units in the classy Morgan Arcade 
was taken over by a small business selling 
iPods and niche market Apple computers. The 
firm, established for years in a small shop in 
Birchgrove, took the risk of moving into the 
centre, and so far, finds it’s been worthwhile, 
thanks to popular interest in their products. Un-
derstandably, they have the largest range of 
iPods and accessories in town. It’s now the 
only city centre store selling computers. 

On New Year’s Day 2007, the Rectorial Bene-
fice of Central Cardiff was dissolved and the 
Parish of Cathays came into being, carved from 
its main residential area. St Teilo’s and St Mi-
chael’s are its Parish Churches. The Rev. Caro-
line Downes is its new priest-in-charge. St 
John’s, in the heart of the city centre’s retail 
and business quarter, is on its own for the first 
time since 1843, when Bute-Town was carved 
out of its parochial area to create the present 
Parish of St Mary’s the Docks. The incumbent 
of the newly named City Parish of St John the 
Baptist now reverts to the ancient title of Vicar. 
 
The title ‘Vicar’ refers to one who takes charge 
of the Cure of Souls on the part of another, viz. 
the Bishop. As Archbishop Barry says: “St 
John’s is sui generis  i.e., one of a kind in the 
whole of Wales because of the unique area it 
serves.” Not since the 1970s and the first phase 
of city centre redevelopment has ‘urban mis-
sion’ been given priority. In a very real sense 
being ‘Vicar’ in the heart of the city carries the 
Bishop’s concern for its welfare right to where 
it’s needed. The vision is to re-establish at the 
heart of the city an embassy to local govern-
ment, business and public services, so that the 
church is better represented and better able to 
contribute at different levels to public life.  
 
This kind of mission is essentially community 
building, but of a different kind from the usual 
community building activities of clergy in ordi-
nary stable residential areas. Here, it’s all about 
living with, and learning from these times of 
rapid change, without losing sight of things 
eternal. It’s about demonstrating the value of 
being the prayerful beating heart of the city, 
showing the deep meaning and relevance of the 
Gospel to all in this secular age. 

One of Cardiff’s oldest Parishes has gone 
through an exceptional change since the last 
issue of ‘Capital Ideas’. St James the Great 
on Newport Road closed for worship at the 
end of fruitless struggle to develop the 
building for community usage. Inability to 
raise funds either for development or day to 
day running meant that closure helped to 
avoid bankruptcy. A Sunday Parish Eucha-
rist continues in Tredegarville School next 
to the church, weekly at 4.00pm. 

Many people showed enthusiasm for the 
project, but were either unable to back their 
ideas with cash, or had the cash but wanted 
to operate on terms that were unacceptable 
to the Church in Wales. The building will 
now be put up for sale or lease. 
 
St James is a Grade II listed building with 
restrictions on what can be done to its inte-
rior. The late 20th century witnessed many 
such closures. Buildings have been trans-
formed ingeniously to new uses. The nave 
of St James is big enough to house a three 
storey structure with 8,000 square feet of 
floor area,  no need to alter its finer features.  

����	��	����	����	��������� 	
In the run-up to Christmas local press ran an 
article headlined ’Christmas Shoppers shun 
city centre.’. While the general trend is un-
deniable, the ’news’ came at a time when 
the number of people shopping and spend-
ing in the city centre had increased over last 
year, albeit by less than previously.  News 
and facts on the ground don’t always match. 
Cardiff has worked very hard to advertise 
the city centre as an attractive venue for a 
day out, and it’s working - just. 
 
Competition is getting fiercer between the 
different kinds of ‘offer’ made by retailers 
in town, out of town, or electronically. 
Those who come into the city to shop do so 
because there are many other things to be 
enjoyed - sports, theatre, cinema, museums, 
kids’ fun - all of which make for families 
having quality time together. In a way, what 
a city can offer, when it has vision and  
imagination, is an experience of the whole-
ness of life, something easy to forget when 
‘bargain’ hunting tends to dominate. 

  Capital Ideas is published by the    
   Revd. J. Keith Kimber 
   16 Queen Anne Square 
   Cardiff CF10 3ED 
   029 2022 0375. 
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