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RESTRUCTURING
In April GamBLE moved the project
forward by creating new roles in the
school structure and appointing new
staff.
Ansumana has been acting as Head
teacher since September 2007 when
Saffie retired. At the same
time he has been teaching
pupils in Grade 2. Now he is
stepping into the new role of
Project Co-ordinator which
means he will communicate
closely with GamBLE about
every aspect of the project: teaching,
building and maintenance. He will no
longer have a class but he will continue
to be involved in teaching methods and
cover for colleagues if they are absent.

Abibatou ‘s position as Deputy Head of
the Nursery school is now a full-time
post. Although she will no
longer have her own class,
she will be in close touch
with all the teachers and
pupils through daily support
in the classrooms. She really
enjoys teaching and is very good at
sharing her excellent practice
with her colleagues.
Jorjor’s acting position as
Senior Teacher is now
confirmed and she leads the
team of three teachers with a
fourth appointed to start in September
when Grade 4 opens.
Karen has volunteered to be
the Academic Head of the
whole school, thereby
uniting policy and teaching
practice throughout the
schools.As a result of these changes two
new teachers have joined the school.
Kaddy Sanyang is the class teacher for
Nursery 4 and
Baba has taken
over in Grade 2.

= We also have two students
% Who volunteer as class
M assistants: Fatou in the
| Primary department and
Mamha Cham in

the Nursery.

They will not only help the
classroom teachers but they

will have the opportunity to

train at the Gambia College

if they prove to be potentially good
teachers GamBLE will fund their
training at the Gambian College.

AUTUMN CHANGES
In September Jainaba is
looking forward to working
with the new intake as she
has not yet taught the
youngest pupils.
Sanna will keep the same
pupils but extend his
experience to working with
them in their second year;
similarly
Sainabou will progress with
her current pupils to
Nursery 3 and Kaddy will
remain in Nursery 4, with
new pupils.
The Nursery 4 pupils will “graduate”
to the Primary school and we plan a
small ceremony to mark this event.
The pupils from Laddingford Primary
School, Kent donated 50 pencil cases
and carefully packed them with a
variety of writing materials. One of
these will be given to each pupil as
they go in to Grade 1. GamBLE is very
grateful for Laddingford’s imaginative
ideas and support.

TALKS & PRESENTATIONS
We have had a very productive year of givin
talks to adult groups and schools and are
willing to extend this service. Do contact us

UK School visit
Garden progress
Fundraising

BOGOFF!

In 2001, when we had 2 classrooms,
GamBLE financed and built a small block
of toilets. This was extended when we h
4 classrooms, by adding a urinal at the b
Now that we have 8 class-rooms and 2
pending, the facilities are no longer
adequate. We have been extremely
fortunate to have a volunteer group from
village of Leigh who visited Farato in
November for a reccy, raised money in U
and then took a team of 15 volunteers to
Yalding School in February. In one week
under the blistering sun, they built a new
block of 9 toilets. They plan to return in
November to complete the work by
plastering and adding a privacy wall. Th
block was designed by Derek Hudson with
Tony's help and the opening ceremony far
the girls’ section was performed in April!

The year so far has been very busy with two
brilliant concerts thanks to very generous

artists. Look out for new events especially th
ever populaDRUMMING EVENING
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CHRISTMAS CARDS ON SALE
NEW DESIGNSBY LOCAL ARTISTS ARE AT THE
PRINTERSAS WE SPEAK AND WILL BE ON SALE
FROM AUGUST. LOOK FORMORE DETEAILS ON
OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT US

CRAFT STALL
To book ring Pauline 01622 812296

CONTACT US:
TONY & KAREN DI MARCO
on 01622 814267
gambleproject@aol.com www.gamble.co.uk
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TEACHERS TEAM UP 4 TRAINING

During our first visit of the year we ran 4 teachairting workshops. 2 were for teacher
from surrounding schools that have already begun
working on the new design of programme and 2 wer
our own staff. The first one acquainted teachers with
jigsaw puzzles and board games and the second
introduced a reading scheme. In April we shipped a
complete Ghinn Reading set to Farato . As most
Gambian schools do not have sufficient textbooks, th
teachers are used to reading aloud and the pupils recit

what they

is a skill that Gambian pupils take a long while to
acquire. We are hoping that the new approach of woikismall groups will enable

Yalding pupils to start reading independe
School .
The 2 workshops
schools involved
from 20 Nursery
attended the first

teacher training programme. We

mixed them into t

ABIBATOU'S ARRIVAL
Abibatou, Deputy Head of the Nursery
School, arrived in UK on Tuesday* 3une

[72)

She plans to work at Twyford Preschool &
Yalding Primary school every day and to
visit other schools in the area to gain as
much experience and knowledge as poss
to take back to Farato to share with her
colleagues and pupils. We are very grate
to thelnner Wheel Club of Maidstone for
generously funding her stay.
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hear. The result is that reading independe

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

As fund raising progresses we hope in
September to start building the last two
classrooms of the Primary school. An off
and staff room are also part of the plans.
The next job will be to refurbish the Nurse
School and further into the future we plan
feeding programme with kitchen.

ntly in the Nursery

for surrounding
pairs of teachers
schools who had
phases of our

eams of 6-8 to explore practical ways of

teaching handwriting, drawing, maths and English using seeigtr and recycled materials
from the local environment. We made our own piciioey books, drew shadow pictures APPEAL FOR
(which we discovered burns your fingers in the mid day samd)developed a Maths
curriculum for Nursery pupils so that teachers have areteplan for developing skills SPONSORS
through the year groups.

The teachers really seem to enjoy working together and

GamBLE pays for their travel and two meals a day to

encourage attendance. We have been seeking special fund

(through the Big Lottery and Comic Relief) to fund our

programme but sadly have not been successful:

We are convinced that
supporting and developing the teachers is the best wagtfdrw
SIR ROGER MANWOOD RETURN JAINABA MAKES US PROUD FAIR PLAY

Pupils from this Sandwich school worked
Farato for 9 days. Together with their 3

teachers they taught small groups of pup
in art, music, PE, practical maths, readin
phonics and orienteering. The school be
its association with Yalding, Farato in 20(
and were the first group from an English

school to visit the Gambian village. This

was such a positive experience that there

was stiff competition to win a place in the
team that arrived in April 2008. From the
moment they set foot in the village it was
obvious they would be a great team. Not
only did Tony and Karen find them to be

great help in the school but they were so

eager to find out about the village and the

villagers. They were welcomed into
compounds, invited to Jainaba’s graduati
ceremony in her compound and delightec
the Farato people with their energy and
warmth.

Jainaba is the 4th of our teachers to
graduate from the 3-year Early Childhoo
Education Course at Gambia College. S
gained high marks

and celebrated her

achievement with a

party in her

compound to which

we were all invited.

All being well Sanna

will graduate in 2010

when all our teachers will be qualified .

The school is now so popular that it is
oversubscribed: nearly 100 children hav
applied for the 40 vacancies available in
Nursery 1 in September. Unfortunately w
cannot please everyone, so we have
designed a selection procedure that we
is the fairest. Each applicant must be a
citizen of Farato and provide a birth
certificate. They are given a number and
30th June a Public Draw will reveal the fir
20 boys and 20 girls to be given a place &
a set of uniform.
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S KEMO’S GARDEN GROWS

We were delighted to see, on our visit in the spring,tti@garden is flourishing. Kemo is
aflorking almost single handed to keep it watered — pumping over 80GS a day!
We are in the process of linking with the Eden Prof@erdens for Lifeto share
knowledge with school

and community gardens

across the world.

WEDDING BELLE

Kemo was officially

married in October 2007

when his parents and those

of his chosen bride agreed

the contract. However, it

has taken him months to furnish his home and

prepare for the main ceremony when she is

"brought by her family from Dakar, Senegal, to

join him in Farato. In May the big day finally

arrived and he is now the proud husband of a

beautiful bride, Mariama.
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and will be staying in Yalding for 6 weeks,
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